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These are common knowledge among
Japanese people.
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1. Questions are divided into five sec-
tions. In total, there are 100 questions
(20 for each section: Language & People,
Everyday Life, Culture & Society,
Economy & Politics, and Geography &
History).
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2. Questions are written in four different
scripts: Glomaji, hiragana, katakana, and
standard script that includes kanji. The
English translation is shown on the oppo-
site page as a reference. You must read the
Japanese script part.
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Fill in the answers under each question
in the same script as the questions. If you
are unable to read the script for a particu-
lar question, skip it. If you understand the
question, but cannot answer in the same
script, you can write it in another script.
The test takes about 100 minutes.

%.;_Z (= b%i%lﬂ'ﬂ@?b:\ ’EF‘EJ & IﬁJ USK?“C‘%E
)\ L/T LTIV, ﬁf"ﬂo)i%b\m&btﬁb\
Liﬂwi Lk t‘éb\ ﬁf"ﬂkifhﬂ&’é‘%ﬁzﬁb

\rsiel
75‘%)75‘ %@B’G’—’C$< Z kb\’(%tm\i%/\ci
ﬂiw)i%nﬂ“fﬁz%ilﬂf &, ﬁ@AHTF'EWi

BFEHhU&>E e L bhh

100 \T'ﬂ‘

M

“J-CLUE Trial Questions ” - Evaluating Your

JAPANese Understanding
BLEROBABREENET

IZ FA U DL E

"J-CLUEIS R E S

¥ L2%A

J-CLUE

(JAPANese Culture & Language
Understanding Evaluation)

1) This will act as proof of your present
JAPANese Understanding
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2) It will function as an important certificate
when searching for employment.

L9 % BX oD B S Rl GE HE R D XY,

Lw>L&< TV LCwIEK2V&D D LiIBHW

3) Even if you cannot answer the questions this
time, you can still learn some Japanese trivia.
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* The official "J-CLUE" is scheduled to be
held in 2021. A certificate to prove your level
of understanding will be issued.
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See the answers below
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Score yourself. One point for each question. If you get a correct
answer using scripts other than those prescribed, you only get half
a point. You will be evaluated by the percentage of correct answers

you get.
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Guro-maji

1) "party" to tadashiku hennkann dekiru aru-
fabetto no superu wo kinyuu shite kudasai.

2) "ookii" no hanntai no kotoba ha nann desu
ka.

3) "okaasann" no betsu no yobikata ha nann
desu ka. (2 moji desu)

4) nihonn no sennjuuminn ha nann to yobarete 1
masu ka, ookuga hokkaido ni sunnde 1 masu.

5) seijinn no nennrei ha nannsai desu ka.
(tokubetsuna iikata ga ari masu.)
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Language & Japanese People

Glomaji
1) Input " >3—7 ¢ —" (party) using the alpha-

bet so that it can be correctly converted into
Japanese.

2) What is the opposite word for "ookii"?

3) What is another term for "okaasann"? (Two
characters)

4) What do you call the indigenous people of
Japan? Many live in Hokkaido.

5) At what age do people become adults in
Japan (a special word is used)?

Questions (the related photos ar
hown on page 4T)

Katakana

1) What is the Japanese for the English terms
"condominium/apartment"?

2) How do you say "toilet" in Japanese?

3) In English the noise dogs make is expressed
as “bowwow.” How is it expressed in Japanese?

4) What is the traditional Japanese language
called? (1) mannyou'go (2) Nara'go (3) koushi
tsu (royal family) kotobae (4) yamato kotoba

5) What is the average age for women to marry
in Japan? (1) early 20s (2) around 25 (3)
around 30 (4) around 35

Hiragana

1) "iki masu" represents the tense and "iki
mashita" the past tense, How do you write the
future tense for "iku" (go)?

2) "7" is read as "shichi.” What is another read-
ing?

3) Interogative senternces are made by adding a
character to a normal sentence. What is it?

4) How many people approximately are there in
Japan? 1) 80 million 2) 100 million 3) 120 mil-
lion 4) 150 million

5) Japan is known for the longevity of its citi-
zens. What is a woman’s average lifespan? (1)
almost 80 (2) early 80s (3) late 80s (4) over 90

Standard

n nnen

1) There are five vowels in Japanese. They are "a," "i,
"u," "o" and one more. What is it?

2) How do you say the tenth of the month? (Write it in
hiragana)

3) What does the word "mizu'shoubai” (literally "water
business" mean? (1) water supplier (2) another name for
a vending machine (3) swimming coach business (4) a
business serving alcohol, such as a bar

4) Shinto is the traditional religion of Japan. Select
the most suitable definition: (1) the worship of natural
things, such as rivers and rocks (2) the worship of the sun
as god (3) encountering God through zazen (Zen sitting)
(4) the original idea of bushido (samurai spirit)

5) It is said that Japanese people care a lot what others
think of them. What expression reflects this? (1) group
yuusenn (priority) (2) yokonarabi (horizontal queuing)
(3) yosomi (watching the actions of others) (4) heikou
(parallel) walking
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Guro-maji

1) "grilled" ha nihon go de nann to i1 masu ka.
2) "¥10,000" ha nihonngo de dou ii masu ka.

3) tetsudou no "line" ha nihonngo de nann to ii
masu ka.

4) natsu ni kiru shinnpuru na kimono wo nann
to i1 masu ka.

5) 8 gatsu 11 nichi ha shukujitsu desu. nann no
hi desu ka. hinto: 7 gatsu ni ha umi no hi ga ari
masu.
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Everyday Life

Glomaji

1) How do you say "grilled" in Japanese?
2) How do you say "¥10,000" in Japanese?
3) How do you say "railway line" in Japanese?

4) What is the a simple kimono worn in sum-
mer called?

5) August 11 is a national holiday. What day is
it? Clue: Marine Day is in July.

Questions (the related photos ar
hown on page 4T)

Katakana

1) How do you say "vegetable" in Japanese?

2) How do you say "discount" in Japanese?

3) How do you say "express" in Japanese?

4) What voltage is used in Japan? (Enter a fig-
ure)

5) How do you read/pronounce the sign in
photo three?

Hiragana

1) What is the name of the typical Japanese cui-
sine in photo one?

2) What does the signboad in photo two repre-
sent?

3) How do you say "railroad crossing" in
Japanese?

4) What does the "K" in the housing term
"3LDK" mean?

5) What phone number do you call for the
police in case of emergency? (Enter a figure)

Standard

1) Many Japanese restaurants provide customers with a
wet towel to wipe their hands on. What is it called?

2) In Japanese the counter word changes according to the
item. How do you say "two books" in Japanese?

3) What is the name for the railway that runs between
Tokyo and Osaka (approximately 500 kilometers) in
about 150 minutes at most?

4) Photo four is of a traditional Japanese curtain (a slid-
ing door made from paper). What is it called?

5) At supermarkets the best before date is displayed on
food preserved in the fridge or at room temperature. How
do you say “best before date” in Japanese?
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Guro-maji

1) natsu no yoru, kakuchi no koutei nado de
dannsu no moyooshi ga hirakare masu. kodomo
kara otoshiyori made ooku no hito ga odori
masu. kono dannsu wo nann to ii masu ka.

2) shashinn 5 ha natsu ni yoku okonawareru
sakana wo toru asobi desu ga, nann to ii masu
ka.

3) shasinn 6 no tatemono ha nann to ii masu ka.

4) gennzai nihonn de nennkinn ga moraeru nen-
nrei ha nannsai kara desu ka. (suuji wo kinyuu
shite kudasai).
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Culture & Society

Glomaji

1) On summer nights, dance events are held at
school grounds all over the country. The age of
the dancers runs from children to the elderly.
What is this dance called?

2) What is the name of the summer fishing
game shown in photo five?

3) What is the name of the place in photo six?

4) What age can people currently receive their
pension from in Japan? (Enter a figure)

Questions (the related photos ar
hown on page 4T)

Katakana

1) What is the name of the famous manga, cre-
ated by Fujiko F Fujio, in which the main char-
acter 1s a cat?

2) Photo seven shows a tree grown in a pot, the
appreciation of which is a traditional part of
Japanese culture. What is this called?

3) What do you call the game played using the
hand? Clue: the shapes made in this game are
named “goo” (stone), “choki” (scissors) and

“pah” (paper)?

4) What is the name for the activity in which
people get dressed up as anime characters?

5) What is the name of the national newspaper
which specializes in business news?

Hiragana

1) What is the name of the singer who sang
“Sukiyaki” (the Japanese name for this song is
“Ue wo Muite Arukou’”), a song that became
No. 1 on the Billboard chart in the 60s?

2) Kabuki is performed by male actors only.
What is the name of theater company which has
a female-only cast?

3) Japanese professional baseball games are
popular. How many professional baseball teams
are there in Japan? (Enter a figure)

4) What is the Japanese term for a man who
touches or molests a woman in a fully packed
train?

5) For how long is the period of compulsory
education in Japan? (Enter a figure)

Standard

1) Can you name the author of such works as
“Rashomon,” “Yabu no Naka” (In a Grove) and “Kumo
no Ito” (The Spider’s Thread)? Clue: a literary award is
named after this writer.

2) Who created the ukiyo-e series “Fifty-three Stations
of the Tokaido Road” — scenes from Edo (present day
Tokyo) to Kyoto? 1. Hiroshige 2. Utamaro 3. Hokusai 4.
Sharaku

3) Many Japanese businesses close for several days
around August 13 - 15. What is this holiday generally
called?

4) What are these women, who are seen in Kyoto, called?
They are not geisha. (Photo eight)

5) Who received a Nobel Prize for the discovery of iPS
cells?
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Guro-maji

1) ooku no nihonn kigyou de "kachou" ya
"buchou" nado no yakusyoku'mei ga tsu-
kawarete 1 masu ga, kaisha no toppu ha ippan-
nteki ni nann to yobarete i masu ka.

2) nihonn de saisho ni takuhaibinn wo tsukut-
ta kaisha "yamato unnyu kabushiki'gaisha" no
tore-do ma-ku no doubutsu ha nann desu ka.

3) nihonn no kinnenn no GDP (kokunai sou
seisann) ha sekai de nanni desu ka. (suuji wo
kinyuu shite kudasai)

4) kokkai gijidou ga aru toukyou no chiiki ha
doko desu ka. 1. shinjuku 2. roppongi 3. naga-
tachou 4. kasumigaseki

5) nihonn to kannkoku no aida ni ryoudo mon-
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Economy & Politics

Glomaji

1) Job titles such as kachou or buchou exist in
many Japanese companies. So, what is the top
person in a Japanese company usually called?

2) Yamato Transport Co. Ltd. launched Japan’s
first home delivery service. What animal is
used as their trademark?

3) What has Japan's GDP ranking been in
recent years? (Enter a figure)

4) What is the name of the area in Tokyo that
the Diet is located? (1) Shinjuku (2) Roppongi
(3) Nagatacho (4) Kasumigaseki

5) Japan has a territorial dispute with Korea
over a tiny island. What is the Japanese name
of this island?

Questions (the related photos ar
hown on page 4T)

Katakana

1) What is the government-run office that acts
as an employment agency called?

2) What percentage is the current conumer tax?
(Enter a figure)

3) Which political party has the majority at
present in the House of Representatives?

4) One Asian country has no diplomatic rela-
tions with Japan. Which nation is it?

5) From what age can Japanese start to vote in
elections?

Hiragana

1) In Japan, the standard working day is 8 hours
long. What is the standard for a week? (Enter a
figure)

2) What is the term used to describe the phe-
nomenon of former high-ranking government
officials being offered cushy jobs at a company
or organization that they used to supervise in an
official capacity.

3) Japan’s three major banks are: Mitsubishi-
UFJ, Sumitomo-Mitsui, and which other one?

4) The British political system has been a
model for the Japanese. One of two hous-
es is called Shuugiin or the House of
Representatives. In Japanese, What is the other
house called?

5) Though Japan has no official military, it does
have a force that only serves to protect Japan.
What is this force called?

Standard

1) What does “chourei,” which is commonly seen in
Japanese corporations in the morning, mean? (1) greeting
among workers. (2) praying to god together. (3) doing
some light exercise together. (4) a gathering to distribute
/ confirm information about new work.

2) The word ‘jitensha sougyou” (bicycle operation) is
related to business management. What does it mean? (1)
Keeps running with chronic deficits and repeated debts
(2) Self-reliant management (3) Management when
things have reached crisis point (4) Old fashioned man-
agement

3) Approximately how much is Japan’s national budget
for 20207 (1) 30 trillion yen (2) 50 trillion yen (3) 70 tril-
lion yen (4) 100 trillion yen

4) The people on top of the vehicle in photo nine are
making an appeal to pedestrians. What is the campaign
for? (1) Donating blood (2) Electioneering (3) Road
Safety (4) Keeping streets clean

5) There is something unique about the Japanese
Emperor’s name. What is it? (1) He has no name (2) He
has no surname (3) He has two names (4) He has a nick-
name
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Guro-maji
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1) shashinn 10 ha toukyou no motto mo yuu-
meina kannkou supotto no hitotsu desu. nann to
yobarete 1 masu ka.

2) awaodori de yuumeina shikoku ni aru kenn
no namae ha nann desu ka.

3) kodai no nihonn no "yamataikoku" wo
osamete ita joou no namae ha nann desu ka.

4) 19 seiki kouhann ni nihonn wo kinndaika
saseta kaikaku wo nann to yobi masu ka.

5) 2020 nenn ha nihonn no genngou de dou ii
masu ka.
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Geography & History

Glomaji

1) Photo ten is one of Tokyo’s most famous
sightseeing spots. What is this place called?

2) Which prefecture in Shikoku is famous for
awaodori?

3) What is the name of the queen who governed
“Yamataikoku” in ancient Japan?

4) What is the name of the drastic moderniza-
tion reform that ocurred in the latter half of the
19th century in Japan?

5) How is 2020 referred to on the Japanese cal-
endar?

Questions (the related photos ar
hown on page 4T)

Katakana

1) What is the name of Japan’s highest moun-
tain?

2) What do you call the cinnamon-seasoned
rice crackers that are a famous Kyoto souvenir?

3) How many prefectures share a border with
Tokyo? (Enter a figure)

4) Who was the first Japanese Prime Minister?

5) What do you call the unique hairstyle of a
samurai?

Hiragana

1) Photo 11 is of a traditional Japanese garden.
What is this kind of garden called?

2) In Japan, middle and senior high school
students take school trips. What are these trips
called in Japanese?

3) Japan has experienced two atomic bombings.
The first one was in Hiroshima. Where was the
second?

4) August 15 is an important date in Japan.
What day is it? (1) The end of WWII (2) The
Emperor's Birthday (3) National Foundation
Day (4) Children's Day.

5) What kind of person is an "oirann"? (1) an
ordinary young girl (2) another name for a gei-
sha (3) a high-class courteasan (4) the wife of
lord

Standard

1) The city shown in photo 12 is registered as a
UNESCO World Heritage Site. What prefecture is it
located in?

2) Construction is under way of the world’s fastest train
route, which will connect Tokyo and Nagoya in just 40
minutes. What will the vehicles on this route be called?

3) In 2011 a huge earthquake hit Japan and caused the
largest amount of damage in Japanese history. Which
area did this earthquake hit most? (1) Tokyo area (2)
Hokkaido (3) Tohoku (4) Kyushu

4) Tokyo was called “Edo” up until 1868. During the Edo
period, the Tokugawa shogun dominated Japan. Who was
the first Tokugawa shogun?

5) During which era did rice cultivation spread through-
out the nation? (1) Yayoi era (2) Kofun era (3) Asuka era
(4) Nara era
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